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Belhaven Parish Church is a welcoming family that seeks
through the love of
G o d to h e l p a l l
people grow in faith
and ser vice, living
out the gospel as
part

of

the

community.
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1.

Minister’s Thoughts, including prayer
points

I guess we will have all
spent far more time
watching TV and films,
far more than we would
in any given week and
possibly any month;
maybe that’s just me! I
was reminded just the
other day about how
much I can be like
Donkey from the film Shrek. More so with his phrase, “are we there yet?”.
I don’t know about you, but I am feeling a bit like that at the moment! As we
approach almost 2 months of not being able to join together as a church
community, it doesn’t seem to get any easier as the days go on and, if anything, it is
becoming more difficult. This may well be down to the fact that none of us really
know when we will be “there”. Journeys where we're not 100% sure of the
destination always seem longer than routine trips. Right now, we have no idea of our
destination, in any real shape or form. I know we all want to know what's coming. I
know we all want plans written down and timings laid out. I know we all feel much
more comfortable when we have an inkling of where we'll be next week. However, in
many ways, today is no different than 29 April 2019; we didn’t know what the future
held on that date either. What we can do is hold onto the fact that we follow Jesus,
who is “the same yesterday, today and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8).
We started a new sermon series last week in that very book of Hebrews, which goes
at great lengths to show the reader that Jesus is the greatest; greater than angels,
the prophets, the priests and, ultimately, any circumstances we may face. As we
struggle on, we not only do it together as a shared humankind, we have a God who
journeys with us. We will get through this. Continue to s p e n d
time in
prayer, thanking God for being with you throughout y o u r
life,
including at this time, and also for all those who are
working harder than they ever have to ensure that we
remain safe and well.
Yours in Jesus,

2

2.

Information and Contact Details
Talking to Someone

I am very much aware that many people
will be experiencing difficulties at
present. I'm available for a chat as is
Maureen Watt. Telephone Numbers are:
Rev Neil Watson: 01368 860672
Maureen Watt: 01368 860112
If you wish to speak to anyone about
financial giving during this time, please
speak to our Treasurer, Myra Johnstone
on 013768 860796
Church Services
Our services are now online - accessible
on the website and Facebook page.
Sunday Sermon with Prayers, Reading
and Music; separate Launchpad Video all posted at 10am. Short daily posts also
on Facebook
Website: belhavenparishchurch.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/belhaven
parish
Twitter: twitter.com/belhavenparish
Alternatively you can telephone in to
listen to the Sunday service on 01368
652696
Further Help
If you or someone else you know is in
trouble with money, doesn’t have
enough food, can’t get out to do
shopping or collect a prescription, or

whatever else, please get in touch with
me – Neil Watson (01368 860672). I
am always available to offer practical
and emotional support and can signpost
to other local services to assist with
benefits applications, debt advice and
other issues. These services are free,
confidential and open to everyone
regardless of faith, gender etc.
Local Response to Covid-19
Dunbar and East Linton Local Area
Partnership (DELAP) have partnered with
local community councils, Dunbar
Churches Together and other
community groups to offer support
during the Co-vid Crisis.
Dunbar and West Barns is divided into 9
clusters of volunteers who can help with
shopping, collecting medication, pet
walking or just a listening ear. For more
information contact Jacquie Bell on
07721 585474.
Meals Service
In partnership with Homestart East
Lothian a meals service is available to
residents in Dunbar and West Barns. The
meals are prepared by the chefs who
usually work art Belhaven Hill School. 2
courses are provided. The Meals are
delivered in containers and can be
microwaved or oven heated. Delivery is
on Mondays (2 days), Wednesday (2
days) and Fridays (3 days). The meals are
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free. However, if people feel able to pay
£2.50 per day or £20 a week will help to
cover costs.
For more information/to make a referral
contact Jacquie Bell – 07721 585474
Covid Hardship Fund
A fund has been set up to assist those
who may need financial assistance
during the Covid Crisis. The fund is
managed by the Dunbar Community
Council Treasurer. A Panel has been set

up to consider applications with
membership drawn from Community
councils, Dunbar Churches Together and
DELAP. The panel will meet on an ad hoc
basis as required.
Assistance can be considered for those
who are struggling financially whilst
unable to work, for transport costs to
hospital etc. Grants will be one off
payments for a specific purpose.
To make a referral contact Jacquie Bell
07721 585474.

3. Kirk Session and Congregational Board Meetings
Since the restrictions have been in place, joint meetings of the Kirk Session (KS) and
Congregational Board (CB) have been held over Zoom. Three meetings have been
held since the restrictions and the plan is that these will continue on a regular basis
over Zoom while the restrictions are in place. Some of the key issues considered at
the meetings so far are follows:addresses for members, copies are
Newsletter
posted out. However, every effort is
being made to encourage those with eIt was agreed that this was a useful
mail access to receive it that way.
channel of communication at this time
and that it continue on a weekly basis.
Where the Church does not have e-mail

Current Worship Activities
The current video Sunday service with
associated music has been very well
received. Given that these
arrangements are likely to continue for
some months, there is an interest to
involve different people taking part in
bible reading and in the prayers as part
of the video service. Volunteers will be
sought for this. (If interested to
volunteer, please contact James on
belhavensessionclerk@gmail.com.)
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Finance
Despite the likely reduction in income
the KS/CB have decided not to request
additional giving at this time – given that
many will be experiencing financial and
other hardship. A decision has been
taken to donate money from the Famine
and Disasters Fund to Dunbar

Community Council Covid-19 Fund and
to Christian Aid for the International
Covid-19 Fund. Further, Belhaven has
had a longstanding interest in the work
of Bethany Christian Trust which offers
support to those in need – particularly to
the homeless. A decision has also been
taken to make a donation to Bethany.
Anyone interested to donate individually
to these causes can do so through the
following. Dunbar Community Council
Covid-19 Fund:
Dunbar.covid19@gmail.com

Bethany Christian Trust:
www.bethanychristiantrust.com/supportwork/make-a-donation/
Longer Term Thinking
It has been agreed that at the next joint
meeting of the KS/CB, there will be a
discussion on how we might best serve
our church
members –
and the
community –
in our
activities in
over the next
few months
given the
likelihood that
restrictions on
meeting will
be in place for some
months yet. (If anyone
has ideas to suggest,
please contact James Wildgoose on
belhavensessionclerk@gmail.com.)
Other Matters
Kirk Session/ Congregational Board
meetings have included consideration of
a range of other issues – the Christianity
Explored Course, Christian Aid, and the
existing activities of the Church – most of
which are reported elsewhere in this
newsletter.
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4.

Noticeboard
This is the page providing information on future church events
and other church information. If you wish to add items eg Zoom
meetings of different groupings for future issues of the newsletter,
please send them to secretarybelhavenchurch@outlook.com
Wednesday Worship

Each Wednesday there will now be a
Wednesday Worship Facebook video
which will be available from noon on
Wednesdays. The video will be
accessible either via the website
www.belhavenparishchurch.org.uk or
directly via the Facebook page
facebook.com/belhaven parish.

Christian Aid Week
Christian Aid Week is going online!
‘Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love
unites us all. It’s during crises like these
that the vulnerabilities of those living in
extreme poverty are even more evident.
This Christian Aid Week we can fight
against coronavirus alongside our sisters
and brothers living in poverty.’

Dunbar Churches Together Songs of
Belhaven House Group
Praise will take place as a Zoom event on
Sunday, 10th May at 7 pm. Six people
The House Group is continuing to meet –
from different churches in the Dunbar
weekly on a Thursday evening – using
area have each
Zoom. All welcome.
chosen a hymn
Details for joining the Songs of Praise are:
If interested, please
and will tell us why
contact James
they chose it
Dunbar Churches Together Songs
Wildgoose on
before the hymn is
of Praise in aid of Christian Aid
jameswildgoose
sung. The service
@hotmail.com
will last approx.
45 minutes.
Lazers by Zoom
A Christian Aid
donation page for
the Dunbar area is
Lazers are also
available now and
meeting regularly by
will be open until the end of Christian
Zoom on a Sunday morning. If
Aid week.
interested in this please contact e-mail
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
belhavenlazers @gmail.com for details.
Songsofpraisechristianaiddunbar

- see printed newsletter or
contact the church for details
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Christianity Explored
Twelve people joined us on Monday for
Week One of our Christianity Explored
programme. Christianity Explored gives
people time to think about the big
questions of life as they explore the
person at the heart of the Christian faith:
Jesus Christ. If you are interested you
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would be very welcome to join us for
Week Two this Monday at 7.30pm.
Please contact Alan Gray
(grayzo@hotmail.com or 07759807852)
in advance to find out about the
programme and catch up on Week One
- or see the website (www.belhaven
parishchurch.org.uk) for further
information and to register.

Thoughts and Reflections

Sunday 26th April, the last Sunday in April, was designated Twinning Sunday by the
Church of North India, when churches celebrate their links with congregations in the
Lothian Presbytery.
We have not had any
news from our own
twin church at
Mahakalguri since the
beginning of March,
though we know that
the internet has been
erratic and that there
is lockdown.

Please pray for our
twinning
correspondent
Hriday Basumata
and the
congregation in
Mahakalguri at this
time.
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6.

Trivia
Quiz

1. LA is the abbreviation for
which American State?
2. The Danube, Rhine, Elbe and
Oder are all rivers that flow
through which European
country?
3. Brimstone is another name for
which chemical element?
4. The word “sauna” comes from
which European language?
5. A parliament is a group of
Rooks and which other bird?
6. Which planet in our solar
system is closest to the sun?
7. Which is the only city in the
United Kingdom to begin with
the letter K?
8. Albert Square features in
which UK TV soap opera?
9. Vilnius is the capital of which
European Country?
10. Which Asian country was
historically known as Burma?

Answer to Conundrum
in Issue 5: Forty
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Word Search: Bible Women
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Find: Abigail; Candace; Delilah; Dinah; Esther;
Hagar; Jezebel; Leah; Mary; Naomi; Rachel.
And: Can you find another name in the box
which is not on the list?

Conundrum - Where Next?
What follows – Vienna, Brussels, Prague,
Copenhagen, Tallinn, Helsinki, Athens, ?
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